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Every subject of the Russian Empire had an official, legal place in society marked by his or her social estate,
or soslovie. These sosloviia (noble, peasant, merchant, and many others) were usually inherited, and defined
the rights, opportunities, and duties of those who possessed them. They were also usually associated with
membership in a specific geographically defined society in a particular town or village. Moreover, although
laws increasingly insisted that every subject of the empire possess a soslovie "for the common good and their
own well-being," they also allowed individuals to change their soslovie by following a particular
bureaucratic procedure. The process of changing soslovie brought together three sets of actors: the
individuals who wished to change their opportunities or duties, or who at times had change forced upon
them; local societies, which wished to control who belonged to them; and the central, imperial state, which
wished above all to ensure that every one of its subjects had a place, and therefore a status. This book looks
at the many ways that soslovie could affect individual lives and have meaning, then traces the legislation and
administration of soslovie from the early eighteenth through to the early twentieth century. This period saw a
shift from soslovie as above all a means of extracting duties or taxes, to an understanding of soslovie as
instead a means of providing services and ensuring security. The book ends with an examination of the way
that a change in soslovie could affect not just an individual's biography, but the future of his or her entire
family. The result is a new image of soslovie as both a general and a very specific identity, and as one that
had persistent meaning, for the Imperial statue, for local authorities, or for individual subjects, even through
1917.
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From reader reviews:

Kristina Keene:

The book For the Common Good and Their Own Well-Being: Social Estates in Imperial Russia give you a
sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much more increase. Book
can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can
make looking at a book For the Common Good and Their Own Well-Being: Social Estates in Imperial
Russia being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You may know everything if you like start and read a reserve
For the Common Good and Their Own Well-Being: Social Estates in Imperial Russia. Kinds of book are a
lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
reserve?

Mohammad Darling:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This For the Common Good and Their
Own Well-Being: Social Estates in Imperial Russia is our recommendation so you keep up with the world.
Why, because this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Judith Craig:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways
to share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others.
When you read this For the Common Good and Their Own Well-Being: Social Estates in Imperial Russia,
you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire
different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Mathew Jones:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading
is very important and also book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book. Different categories



of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra For the Common Good and Their
Own Well-Being: Social Estates in Imperial Russia.
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