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As the first full-length critical study of Edgar Lee Masters, Beyond Spoon River is important not only for its
reevaluation of this American poet and his work but also for its valuable insights into central questions of
aesthetics, regionalism, and the nature and meaning of literary influence.

The inordinate popularity of Spoon River Anthology has for many years unfairly restricted Masters'
reputation as a "one-book phenomenon," although between 1911 and 1942 he wrote over fifty other
books—most of which were neglected or misinterpreted precisely because they attempted a large-scale
rewriting of what he felt had been obscured or distorted in the Anglo-American tradition. Masters' wide
reading in the whole of western literature shaped his own attitudes, themes, and style, and his detailed
accounts of that reading and its effect on his work form the basis for this reinterpretation of his place in
American poetry in this century.

After reviewing Masters' own statements on literary influence and his role as a critic, Primeau devotes the
main body of his study to the major influences on Masters' work—the Greeks, Goethe, Emerson, Whitman,
Shelley, and Browning. For Masters, the composite of all these influences provided a corrective to the poetry
and criticism of his time, which he little admired. Primeau concludes by exploring Masters' midwestern
heritage in the light of recent reinterpretations of regionalism.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Oneal:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story or maybe their
experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about the data about something
that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are many kinds
of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their proficiency in writing, they also
doing some investigation before they write for their book. One of them is this Beyond Spoon River: The
Legacy of Edgar Lee Masters (The Dan Danciger Publication Series).

Jose Campbell:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Beyond Spoon River: The
Legacy of Edgar Lee Masters (The Dan Danciger Publication Series) that give your entertainment preference
will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the
opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react to the world. It can't be said constantly
that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So ,
for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you can pick Beyond Spoon River: The Legacy
of Edgar Lee Masters (The Dan Danciger Publication Series) become your own personal starter.

Toby Terry:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Beyond Spoon River: The
Legacy of Edgar Lee Masters (The Dan Danciger Publication Series) can be the respond to, oh how comes?
The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era
is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Christopher Rangel:

As a college student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal
or real their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right
now there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Beyond Spoon River: The Legacy of Edgar Lee Masters (The Dan
Danciger Publication Series) can make you feel more interested to read.
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