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Innovative and often controversial, Barrett's study ranges over the entire scope of anthropological theory. It
provides a fresh interpretation of the history of theory and mounts an alternative perspective, built around
dialectics, that is eminently suitable to post-colonial anthropology.

He argues that anthropological theory has failed to be cumulative. It has been characterized by oscillation
and repetition - theoretical orientations have appeared and disappeared, only to be discovered once again.
Addressing numerous conceptual contradictions which have never been resolved, he introduces novel
concepts such as salvage theory and backward theory, and argues that in many respects anthropological
theory resembles the structuralists interpretation of myth.

Social life, he asserts, is inherently contradictory, although concealed by numerous mechanisms, most of
which reinforce the status quo. Attacking the illusion of simplicity which has dominated positivistic
approaches and the out-dated identification of anthropology with non-Western, primitive, and tribal societies,
Barrett contends that power and privilege everywhere should be the basic concerns of anthropological
inquiry.
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From reader reviews:

Jacqueline Bull:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Rebirth of Anthropological Theory will
make you to become smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every thing. But
some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they can
be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

James Sanford:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. To be sure that book is very important for all of us. The book The Rebirth of Anthropological
Theory seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The publication The Rebirth of Anthropological Theory is not
only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You
can spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book The Rebirth
of Anthropological Theory. You never feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Robert McCauley:

Reading a book to become new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When
you study a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, this sort of us novel,
comics, and soon. The The Rebirth of Anthropological Theory provide you with a new experience in
studying a book.

Richard Mason:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year seemed
to be exactly added. This reserve The Rebirth of Anthropological Theory was filled concerning science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has diverse feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can experience enjoy to
read a reserve. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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