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“The ground bass is failure; America is the key signature; Pauline Bardal is the lyrical tune that sings at the
center; Minneota, Minnesota, is the staff on which the tunes are written.” So begins the masterful title piece
from Bill Holm’s first book of essays, The Music of Failure. This collection introduced to many the singular
vision and voice of literary giant Bill Holm, a writer who had traveled well and widely but came back to his
hometown of Minneota—the town of his immigrant Icelandic ancestors—as, in his words, “for all practical
purposes a failure.”
 
What emerges from these pages, and from Holm’s cherished writings over the next two and a half decades, is
anything but failure. From his ruminations on life in Minneota, family history, and the “horizontal grandeur”
of the Midwestern prairie to a poetry-reading tour of Minnesota nursing homes and an account of a naked
man eating lilacs out of his garden, The Music of Failure is a lyrical and surprising compilation that finds
Holm mining the stories and places that captivated him and continue to enthrall his many readers.
 
This 25th anniversary edition includes poignant portraits of Holm and the history of The Music of Failure by
Jim Heynen and David Pichaske, along with an essay Holm requested be added to this new edition, “Is
Minnesota in America Yet?” With beautiful black-and-white photographs by Tom Guttormsson, The Music
of Failure is Bill Holm at both his early and quintessential best, an inimitable and much-missed writer who
illuminates our private and common lives through both our quiet victories and our sublime failures.
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From reader reviews:

Josue Denson:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a e-book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
Music of Failure (Fesler-Lampert Minnesota Heritage), you could tells your family, friends in addition to
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a reserve.

Mae Mosley:

The reserve untitled The Music of Failure (Fesler-Lampert Minnesota Heritage) is the guide that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to anyone.
The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a
lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Music of Failure (Fesler-Lampert Minnesota
Heritage) from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Jacob Florence:

The Music of Failure (Fesler-Lampert Minnesota Heritage) can be one of your starter books that are good
idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Music of
Failure (Fesler-Lampert Minnesota Heritage) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Charles Towns:

Beside this specific The Music of Failure (Fesler-Lampert Minnesota Heritage) in your phone, it might give
you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh through the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have The Music of Failure (Fesler-Lampert Minnesota Heritage) because this book
offers for you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book in
addition to read it from right now!
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