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Richard Eldridge explores the ability of dense and formally interesting literature to respond to the
complexities of modern life. Beyond simple entertainment, difficult modern works cultivate reflective depth
and help their readers order and interpret their lives as subjects in relation to complex economies and
technological systems. By imagining themselves in the role of the protagonist or the authorial persona,
readers become immersed in structures of sustained attention, under which concrete possibilities of
meaningful life, along with difficulties that block their realization, are tracked and clarified.

Literary form, Eldridge argues, generates structures of care, reflection, and investment within readers,
shaping& mdash;if not stabilizing& mdash;their interactions with everyday objects and events. Through the
experience of literary forms of attention, readers may come to think and live more actively, more fully
engaging with modern life, rather than passively suffering it. Eldridge considers the thought of Descartes,
Kant, Adorno, Benjamin, Stanley Cavell, and Charles Taylor in his discussion of Goethe, Wordsworth,
Rilke, Stoppard, and Sebald, advancing a philosophy of literature that addresses our desire to read and the
meaning and satisfaction that literary attention brings to our fragmented modern lives.
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From reader reviews:

Boris Hansen:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of
the information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based
on what kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you
want truly feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual
Literature, Life, and Modernity (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) is kind of
book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Salvador Perez:

This Literature, Life, and Modernity (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts)
usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Literature,
Life, and Modernity (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) can be among the
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you
actually with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring
it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Literature,
Life, and Modernity (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) giving you an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Belinda Tenney:

The actual book Literature, Life, and Modernity (Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the
Arts) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was
published by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of
book very easy to read you will get the point easily after scanning this book.

Casey Timmons:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Literature, Life, and Modernity
(Columbia Themes in Philosophy, Social Criticism, and the Arts) which is finding the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's find.
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