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Some beg for forgiveness. Others claim innocence. At least three cheer for their favorite football teams.

Death waits for us all, but only those sentenced to death know the day and the hour—and only they can be
sure that their last words will be recorded for posterity. Last Words of the Executed presents an oral history
of American capital punishment, as heard from the gallows, the chair, and the gurney.

The product of seven years of extensive research by journalist Robert K. Elder, the book explores the cultural
value of these final statements and asks what we can learn from them. We hear from both the famous—such
as Nathan Hale, Joe Hill, Ted Bundy, and John Brown—and the forgotten, and their words give us
unprecedented glimpses into their lives, their crimes, and the world they inhabited. Organized by era and
method of execution, these final statements range from heartfelt to horrific. Some are calls for peace or cries
against injustice; others are accepting, confessional, or consoling; still others are venomous, rage-fueled
diatribes. Even the chills evoked by some of these last words are brought on in part by the shared humanity
we can’t ignore, their reminder that we all come to the same end, regardless of how we arrive there.

Last Words of the Executed is not a political book. Rather, Elder simply asks readers to listen closely to these
voices that echo history. The result is a riveting, moving testament from the darkest corners of society.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Cooke:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the e-book entitled Last Words of the Executed. Try to make book Last Words of the
Executed as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside
that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience along
with knowledge with this book.

Karen Johnson:

Within other case, little persons like to read book Last Words of the Executed. You can choose the best book
if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book Last Words of the
Executed. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right,
because from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book as well
as searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library.
Let's go through.

Kristy Abrahams:

Do you among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Last Words of the Executed book is readable by means of you who hate those
perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving
even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer connected with Last Words of the
Executed content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Last Words of
the Executed is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Amanda Kline:

The event that you get from Last Words of the Executed could be the more deep you looking the information
that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is
hard to know but Last Words of the Executed giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys
their point in a number of way that can be understood by simply anyone who read this because the author of
this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you
for having this particular Last Words of the Executed instantly.
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