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Rather than a centralized state, Iran in the nineteenth century was a delicate balance between tribal groups,
urban merchant communities, religious elites, and an autocratic monarchy. While Russia gained an
increasingly dominant political role in Iran over the course of this century, Russian influence was often
challenged by banditry on the roads, riots in the cities, and the seeming arbitrariness of the Shah.

Iran and Russian Imperialism develops a comprehensive picture of Russia’s historical entanglements with
one of its most important neighbours in Asia. It recounts how the Russian Empire strived to gain political
influence at the Persian court, promote Russian trade, and secure the enormous southern borders of the
empire. Using hitherto often neglected documents from archives in Russia and Georgia and reading them
against the grain, this book reveals the complex reactions of different groups in Iranian society to Russian
imperialism. As it turns out, the Iranians were, in the words of the Russian orientalist Konstantin Smirnov,
"ideal anarchists," whose resistance to imperial domination, as well as to centralized state institutions more
generally, impacted developments in the region in the century to come.

Iran’s troubled relationship with the wider world continues to be a topic of considerable interest to historians,
yet little focus has been given to Russia’s historical connections to Iran. This book thus represents a valuable
contribution to Iranian and Russian History, as well as International Relations.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Landers:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Iran and Russian Imperialism: The Ideal Anarchists, 1800-
1914 (Iranian Studies).

Donna Bradford:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important normally. The book Iran and Russian Imperialism: The Ideal Anarchists, 1800-1914
(Iranian Studies) had been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more
information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve Iran and Russian Imperialism: The Ideal Anarchists,
1800-1914 (Iranian Studies) is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with the
book Iran and Russian Imperialism: The Ideal Anarchists, 1800-1914 (Iranian Studies). You never
experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Billie Sneed:

The reserve with title Iran and Russian Imperialism: The Ideal Anarchists, 1800-1914 (Iranian Studies)
contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
book exist new information the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world
currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Jackie Caldwell:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. That book Iran and Russian Imperialism: The Ideal Anarchists,
1800-1914 (Iranian Studies) was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book
Iran and Russian Imperialism: The Ideal Anarchists, 1800-1914 (Iranian Studies) has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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