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The Old Tolbooth Jail - Edinburgh's Bastille - was for five centuries the capital's heart of darkness. The tall,
turreted building blocked the High Street like a stone sentinel at the gates of Hell. In its early days, it played
host to the Scottish Parliament and the Court of Session, but eventually it became the main jail of the Old
Town. And it was a hellhole, the very epitome of what Scots Law called squalor carceris, a foul, dingy,
plague-infested purgatory that was, nevertheless, an integral part of the history of the Old Town and the
nation. Not for nothing did Sir Walter Scott dub it the Heart of Midlothian.

It was home to rich and poor, noble and ignoble, master and servant. Thieves, debtors, murderers and rebels
all rotted in its filthy cells - many spending their final hours there before surrendering to the tender mercies
of an executioner to be hanged, beheaded or burned.

Now, for the first time, the complete story of the Old Tolbooth is told, from its proud beginnings to its final
downfall at the hands of municipal vandals. Featuring tales of some of the jail's unwilling residents,
including the noblemen who had their heads spiked on its tower, the black magician who threatened a
monarch and one who scandalised the town with tales of sexual depravity, Dark Heart is the definitive
account of one of the most interesting buildings in Edinburgh's history.
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From reader reviews:

Barry Upshaw:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of
them is this Dark Heart: Tales from Edinburgh's Town Jail.

Rachel Addison:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Dark Heart: Tales from Edinburgh's
Town Jail that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the
world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react when it
comes to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky individual but for
all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading through as your
good habit, you are able to pick Dark Heart: Tales from Edinburgh's Town Jail become your starter.

Olivia Dickert:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be examine. Dark Heart: Tales from Edinburgh's Town Jail can be your
answer given it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

George Chadwick:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around
the world. By book Dark Heart: Tales from Edinburgh's Town Jail we can acquire more advantage. Don't
someone to be creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best
book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this book Dark Heart: Tales
from Edinburgh's Town Jail. You can more attractive than now.
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