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Written by an eminent scholar in a style that represents American musicological writing at its communicative
best, A History of the Oratorio offers a synthesis and critical appraisal so exhaustive and reliable that the
serious student of the oratorio will be compelled to look to these volumes as an indispensable source. No
work on the history of the oratorio has yet appeared in the English language that is comparable in scope and
treatment with Howard Smither's comprehensive four-volume work.

The first part of volume 2 examines in depth the antecedents and origins of the oratorio in Protestant
Germany in the seventeenth century. It includes discussions of the Lutheran Historia, sacred dramatic
dialogues, and the Lubeck Abendmusiken of Buxtehude. The second part treats the oratorio in Protestant
Germany in the early eighteenth century and examines Handel, Reinhard Keiser, and J.S. Bach. The third
part considers primarily the English oratorios of Handel. In most sections of A History of the Oratorio, the
author has selected for special attention a few oratorios that are representative of each geographical area and
period. An exception to this procedure is in the section on Handel in this volume, where all of the composer's
English oratorios are treated fully with particular reference to recent specialized Handel studies.

Volume 1, The Oratorio in the Baroque Era: Italy, Vienna, Paris, and Volume 3, The Oratorio in the
classical Era, expand and continue the study of oratorio history. Although this series was originally
announced as a three-volume study, Smither will conclude with a fourth volume.

Originally published in 1977.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Zoeller:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the reserve entitled A History of the Oratorio: Vol. 2: the Oratorio in the
Baroque Era: Protestant Germany and England. Try to face the book A History of the Oratorio: Vol. 2: the
Oratorio in the Baroque Era: Protestant Germany and England as your friend. It means that it can to be your
friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Jennifer Johnson:

This book untitled A History of the Oratorio: Vol. 2: the Oratorio in the Baroque Era: Protestant Germany
and England to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retail store or
you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to
past this publication from your list.

Alma Medina:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual
book you have read will be A History of the Oratorio: Vol. 2: the Oratorio in the Baroque Era: Protestant
Germany and England.

Arlene Miller:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what
sorts of book that you have read. In order to get information about your examine, you can read education
books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
as well as soon. The A History of the Oratorio: Vol. 2: the Oratorio in the Baroque Era: Protestant Germany
and England will give you new experience in studying a book.
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