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Improving the returns to labor for low-paid workers is a key policy challenge, especially in low-income
countries (LICs) where earnings increases are the single most important source of poverty reduction and an
important engine of shared prosperity. Yet, the understanding of individual earnings dynamics remains
limited. The small—but growing—body of empirical literature on the factors leading to larger and faster pay
increases points to strong persistence in earnings over time. However, it remains unclear to what extent this
is due to differences in individual endowments rather than to the fact that being in low-paying jobs itself
undermines future earnings prospects, and to what extent determinants of earnings vary across types of
activities and sectors. The knowledge gap is particularly large for LICs due to the limited availability of
reliable panel data.
This study uses unusually rich longitudinal data from Ghana and Tanzania to identify engines of, and barriers
to, earnings and earnings mobility. It examines the relative role of individual endowments—such as gender,
age, and skills—and characteristics of the job, but also focuses on the role of job switches—for example,
moves into and out of self-employment. The analysis also zooms in on the drivers of transitions between
low-paying and high-paying jobs and addresses questions such as whether being low paid is a transitory or
permanent phenomenon, and whether it has a scarring effect on an individual’s employment prospects. The
extent to which earnings dynamics differ for women and young adults is also discussed in detail. Tanzania
and Ghana provide a particularly relevant context in which to examine these issues and the cross-country
comparison helps shed light on the institutional factors that promote labor market mobility and
entrepreneurship.
The audience for this report is broad: it is an important read for policy makers, academics, and development
practitioners interested in reducing poverty and promoting shared prosperity in Ghana and Tanzania.
However, its relevance spans well beyond the two countries analyzed to include all developing countries
where self-employment in small-scale activities accounts for a very large proportion of all employment.
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From reader reviews:

Arturo McDaniel:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for all of us. The book Working toward Better Pay: Earnings Dynamics in Ghana and
Tanzania (World Bank Studies) had been making you to know about other information and of course you can
take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The e-book Working toward Better Pay: Earnings
Dynamics in Ghana and Tanzania (World Bank Studies) is not only giving you a lot more new information
but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your
e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Working toward Better Pay: Earnings Dynamics in Ghana
and Tanzania (World Bank Studies). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Maria Tate:

This Working toward Better Pay: Earnings Dynamics in Ghana and Tanzania (World Bank Studies) book is
simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by
reading this book is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Working toward Better Pay: Earnings
Dynamics in Ghana and Tanzania (World Bank Studies) without we understand teach the one who reading
through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Working toward Better Pay:
Earnings Dynamics in Ghana and Tanzania (World Bank Studies) can bring when you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even cell
phone. This Working toward Better Pay: Earnings Dynamics in Ghana and Tanzania (World Bank Studies)
having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Francis Pilkington:

The guide with title Working toward Better Pay: Earnings Dynamics in Ghana and Tanzania (World Bank
Studies) contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book
will bring you within new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Brenda Lewis:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to choose book
like comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Working toward
Better Pay: Earnings Dynamics in Ghana and Tanzania (World Bank Studies) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the



opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Working toward
Better Pay: Earnings Dynamics in Ghana and Tanzania (World Bank Studies) become your starter.
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