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Was Western civilization founded by ancient Egyptians and Phoenicians? Can the ancient Egyptians usefully
be called black? Did the ancient Greeks borrow religion, science, and philosophy from the Egyptians and
Phoenicians? Have scholars ignored the Afroasiatic roots of Western civilization as aresult of racism and
anti-Semitism?

In this collection of twenty essays, leading scholars in a broad range of disciplines confront the claims made
by Martin Bernal in Black Athena: The Afroasiatic Roots of Classical Civilization. In that work, Bernal
proposed aradical reinterpretation of the roots of classical civilization, contending that ancient Greek culture
derived from Egypt and Phoenicia and that European scholars have been biased against the notion of
Egyptian and Phoenician influence on Western civilization. The contributors to this volume argue that
Bernal's claims are exaggerated and in many cases unjustified.

Topics covered include race and physical anthropology; the question of an Egyptian invasion of Greece; the
origins of Greek language, philosophy, and science; and racism and anti-Semitism in classical scholarship. In
the conclusion to the volume, the editors propose an entirely new scholarly framework for understanding the
relationship between the cultures of the ancient Near East and Greece and the origins of Western civilization.
The contributors are: John Baines, professor of Egyptology, University of Oxford Kathryn A. Bard, assistant
professor of archaeology, Boston University C. Loring Brace, professor of anthropology and curator of
biological anthropology in the Museum of Anthropology, University of Michigan John E. Coleman,
professor of classics, Cornell University Edith Hall, lecturer in classics, University of Reading, England Jay
H. Jasanoff, Jacob Gould Schurman Professor of Linguistics, Cornell University Richard Jenkyns, fellow and
tutor, Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, and university lecturer in classics, University of Oxford Mary R.
Lefkowitz, Andrew W. Mellon Professor in the Humanities, Wellesley College Mario Liverani, professor of
ancient near eastern history, Universita di Roma, 'La Sapienza Sarah P. Morris, professor of classics,
University of Californiaat Los Angeles Robert E. Norton, associate professor of German, Vassar College
Alan Nussbaum, associate professor of classics, Cornell University David O'Connor, professor of
Egyptology and curator in charge of the Egyptian section of the University Museum, University of
Pennsylvania Robert Palter, Dana Professor Emeritus of the History of Science, Trinity College, Connecticut
Guy MacL ean Rogers, associate professor of Greek and Latin and history, Wellesley College Frank M.
Snowden, Jr., professor of classics emeritus, Howard University Lawrence A. Tritle, associate professor of
history, Loyola Marymount University Emily T. Vermeule, Samuel E. Zemurray, Jr., and Doris Zemurray
Stone-Radcliffe Professor Emerita, Harvard University Frank J. Y urco, Egyptologist, Field Museum of
Natural History and the University of Chicago
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From reader reviews:
James Fomby:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for us
to be aware of everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or even exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Black Athena Revisited (Series;[jossey-Bass Education).

Nancy Figaro:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not trying Black Athena Revisited
(Series;[jossey-Bass Education) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better
then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Black Athena Revisited (Series;[jossey-Bass Education)
become your own personal starter.

Myrtle Galloway:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find alot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. Y ou can
see that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended to
you personally is Black Athena Revisited (Series;[jossey-Bass Education) this publication consist alot of the
information of the condition of thisworld now. This specific book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book ideal all of you.

CharlesMoreno:

Beside that Black Athena Revisited (Series;[jossey-Bass Education) in your phone, it could give you away
to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh through the oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow town. It is
good thing to have Black Athena Revisited (Series;[jossey-Bass Education) because this book offersto your
account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you do not get what it's exactly about. Oh
come on, that will not happen if you have thisin your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
guestionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with
read it from at this point!
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