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Aviation pioneer Phoebe Fairgrave Omlie (1902-1975) was once one of the most famous women in America.
In the 1930s, her words and photographs were splashed across the front pages of newspapers across the
nation. The press labeled her "second only to Amelia Earhart among America's women pilots," and First
Lady Eleanor Roosevelt named her among the "eleven women whose achievements make it safe to say that
the world is progressing."

Omlie began her career in the early 1920s when aviation was unregulated and open to those daring enough to
take it on, male or female. She earned the first commercial pilot's license issued to a woman and became a
successful air racer. During the New Deal, she became the first woman to hold an executive position in
federal aeronautics.

In Walking on Air, author Janann Sherman presents a thorough and entertaining biography of Omlie. In
1920, the Des Moines, Iowa, native bought herself a Curtiss JN-4D airplane and began learning how to fly
and perform stunts with her future husband, pilot Vernon Omlie. She danced the Charleston on the top wing,
hung by her teeth below the plane, and performed parachute jumps in the Phoebe Fairgrave Flying Circus.

Using interviews, contemporary newspaper articles, archived radio transcripts, and other archival materials,
Sherman creates a complex portrait of a daring aviator struggling for recognition in the early days of flight
and a detailed examination of how American flying changed over the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Phipps:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Walking on
Air: The Aerial Adventures of Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography), it is possible
to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make
them reading a book.

Helen Williams:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Walking on Air: The Aerial Adventures of Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography)
your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe not known
for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become
one form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The Walking on Air: The
Aerial Adventures of Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography) giving you a different
experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life within this
era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Kristen Mazur:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also
you know that little person like reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by
book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Walking on Air: The Aerial
Adventures of Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris Books in Memoir and Biography).

Pedro Lewis:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual.



From media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story
and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the Walking on Air: The Aerial Adventures of Phoebe Omlie (Willie Morris
Books in Memoir and Biography) when you desired it?
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