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In The Origins of Comics: From William Hogarth to Winsor McCay, Thierry Smolderen presents a cultural
landscape whose narrative differs in many ways from those presented by other historians of the comic strip.
Rather than beginning his inquiry with the popularly accepted "sequential art" definition of the comic strip,
Smolderen instead wishes to engage with the historical dimensions that inform that definition. His goal is to
understand the processes that led to the twentieth-century comic strip, the highly recognizable species of
picture stories that he sees crystallizing around 1900 in the United States.

Featuring close readings of the picture stories, caricatures, and humoristic illustrations of William Hogarth,
Rodolphe Töpffer, Gustave Doré, and their many contemporaries, Smolderen establishes how these artists
were immersed in a very old visual culture in which images--satirical images in particular--were deciphered
in a way that was often described as hieroglyphical. Across eight chapters, he acutely points out how the
effect of the printing press and the mass advent of audiovisual technologies (photography, audio recording,
and cinema) at the end of the nineteenth century led to a new twentieth-century visual culture. In tracing this
evolution, Smolderen distinguishes himself from other comics historians by following a methodology that
explains the present state of the form of comics on the basis of its history, rather than presenting the history
of the form on the basis of its present state. This study remaps the history of this influential art form.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Morton:

This book untitled The Origins of Comics to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book
in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you easier to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you
personally to past this publication from your list.

Enrique Flora:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their very own reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth
always try to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to their
book. One of them is this The Origins of Comics.

Brandi Huff:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours
a day to reading a reserve. The book The Origins of Comics it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a
lot of people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not
have enough space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this
book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.

Irene Delong:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled The Origins of Comics your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect
that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide
then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The The
Origins of Comics giving you yet another experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you
useful data for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and
mind will probably be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want
to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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