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When the states ratified the Bill of Rights in the eighteenth century, the Fourth Amendment seemed
straightforward. It requires that government respect the right of citizens to be "secure in their persons,
houses, papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures." Of course, "papers and effects" are
now digital and thus more vulnerable to government spying. But the biggest threat may be our own
weakening resolve to preserve our privacy.

In this potent new volume in Oxford's Inalienable Rights series, legal expert Stephen J. Schulhofer argues
that the Fourth Amendment remains, as the title says, more essential than ever. From data-mining to airport
body scans, drug testing and aggressive police patrolling on the streets, privacy is under assault as never
before--and we're simply getting used to it. But the trend is threatening the pillars of democracy itself,
Schulhofer maintains. "Government surveillance may not worry the average citizen who reads best-selling
books, practices a widely accepted religion, and adheres to middle-of-the-road political views," he writes.
But surveillance weighs on minorities, dissenters, and unorthodox thinkers, "chilling their freedom to read
what they choose, to say what they think, and to associate with others who are like-minded." All of us are
affected, he adds. "When unrestricted search and surveillance powers chill speech and religion, inhibit gossip
and dampen creativity, they undermine politics and impoverish social life for everyone." Schulhofer offers a
rich account of the history and nuances of Fourth Amendment protections, as he examines such issues as
street stops, racial profiling, electronic surveillance, data aggregation, and the demands of national security.
The Fourth Amendment, he reminds us, explicitly authorizes invasions of privacy--but it requires
justification and accountability, requirements that reconcile public safety with liberty.

Combining a detailed knowledge of specific cases with a deep grasp of Constitutional law, More Essential
than Ever offers a sophisticated and thoughtful perspective on this important debate.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Sanchez:

Do you considered one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on
guys this aren't like that. This More Essential than Ever: The Fourth Amendment in the Twenty First Century
(Inalienable Rights) book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the
information here are arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding More Essential than Ever: The Fourth Amendment
in the Twenty First Century (Inalienable Rights) content conveys the idea easily to understand by a lot of
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you continue
to thinking More Essential than Ever: The Fourth Amendment in the Twenty First Century (Inalienable
Rights) is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Homer Anderson:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline More Essential
than Ever: The Fourth Amendment in the Twenty First Century (Inalienable Rights) suitable to you? The
actual book was written by famous writer in this era. Often the book untitled More Essential than Ever: The
Fourth Amendment in the Twenty First Century (Inalienable Rights)is the main one of several books in
which everyone read now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their plan in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book. This book will give you a wide
range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular
book.

Stephen Wilson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this More
Essential than Ever: The Fourth Amendment in the Twenty First Century (Inalienable Rights), it is possible
to tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a reserve.

Curtis Graham:

Beside this More Essential than Ever: The Fourth Amendment in the Twenty First Century (Inalienable
Rights) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The



information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an older people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have More Essential than Ever: The
Fourth Amendment in the Twenty First Century (Inalienable Rights) because this book offers to you readable
information. Do you sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not
end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from today!
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