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A critical reader of the history of marriage understands that it is an institution that has always been in flux. It
isalso adecidedly complicated one, existing simultaneously in the realms of religion, law, and emotion. And
yet recent years have seen dramatic and heavily waged battles over the proposition of including same sex
couplesin marriage. Just what is at stake in these battles?

License to Wed examines the meanings of marriage for couplesin the two first states to extend that right to
same sex couples: California and Massachusetts. The two states provide a compelling contrast: whilein
Californiathe rights that go with marriage—inheritance, custody, and so forth—were already granted to
couples under the state’ s domestic partnership law, those in Massachusetts did not have this same set of
rights. At the same time, Massachusetts has offered civil marriage consistently since 2004; Californians, on
the other hand, have experienced a much more turbulent legal path. And yet, same-sex couplesin both states
seek to marry for avariety of interacting, overlapping, and evolving reasons that do not vary significantly by
location.

The evidence shows us that for many of these individuals, access to civil marriage in particular—not
domestic partnership alone, no matter how broad—and not a commitment ceremony alone, no matter how
emotional—is ahome of such personal, civic, political, and instrumental resonance that it is ultimately
difficult to disentangle the many meanings of marriage. This book attemptsto do so, and in the process
revealsjust what is at stake for these couples, how access to alegal institution fundamentally alterstheir
consciousness, and what the impact of legal inclusion is for those traditionally excluded.
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From reader reviews:
Mamie Wilson:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
usto learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read abook. They are really
reading whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Weéll, probably you'll have this License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples.

Elsie Canada;

Now aday people who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each datathey get. How individuals to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this License to Wed: What Legal Marriage
Means to Same-Sex Couples book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

DennisLewis:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject License to
Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couples suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
popular writer in this era. The book untitled License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex
Couplesis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. That book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know
ahead of. The author explained their thought in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core
of this guide. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. So you can see the
represented of the world within this book.

Wanda Davis:

Exactly why? Because this License to Wed: What Legal Marriage Means to Same-Sex Couplesisan
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will jolt you with
the secret the ideainside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such
amazing way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning
completely. So, it isgood for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you alot of positive aspects than the other book have got such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If 1 ended up you | will go
to the reserve store hurriedly.
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