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Roark Bradford's 1931 novel and 1939 play dealing with the legendary folk-hero John Henry (both titled
John Henry) were extremely influential in their own time but have long been unavailable or extremely hard
to find. In this unique collection, Steven C.Tracy has joined Bradford's seminal works in a new critical
edition to help contextualize both the novel and play, making these vital texts widely available again for
scholars of folklore and African American literature.

This new volume includes an expansive introduction that explores Bradford's life and work, critical
responses to the novel and play, and a survey of John Henry's pervasive influence in folk, literary, and
popular culture. It also features a wide array of supplementary materials, including a selected bibliography
and discography related to Bradford and John Henry; transcriptions of a number of folksong texts and
recordings available during the 1930s; and a chronology of the lives of both Bradford and Henry. As Tracy's
introduction makes clear, such a consideration of Bradford--set in the context of writers, both black and
white, drawing upon African American folklore and using dialects along with stereotypical and non-
stereotypical portrayals--is long overdue.

In pairing Bradford's two treatments of the quintessentially American story of John Henry, Tracy has
provided the definitive edition of two classic American texts, and in so doing, he provides a welcome
opportunity to reflect on the various paths by which African American traditions have infiltrated the cultural
mainstream.
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From reader reviews:

Grace Godwin:

The book John Henry: Roark Bradford's Novel and Play can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book John
Henry: Roark Bradford's Novel and Play? A few of you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim in which book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your
book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of
these. Book John Henry: Roark Bradford's Novel and Play has simple shape however you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a publication. So it
is very wonderful.

Donna Kerns:

Often the book John Henry: Roark Bradford's Novel and Play has a lot associated with on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom
makes some research just before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can find the point
easily after scanning this book.

Lee Long:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work
this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside search
likes. Maybe you answer may be John Henry: Roark Bradford's Novel and Play why because the wonderful
cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is fantastic as
the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Ethel Springer:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but also native
or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those guides have
many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world. By the book
John Henry: Roark Bradford's Novel and Play we can consider more advantage. Don't one to be creative
people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim.
Don't become doubt to change your life at this book John Henry: Roark Bradford's Novel and Play. You can
more inviting than now.
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