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It is a testament to the enduring power andbeauty of Jane Kenyon's poetry that many people even those not
particularly interested inpoetry know her work. What forces andinfluences shaped Kenyon's work? And
whatshaped her as a person and a poet? These arethe questions John Timmerman seeks to answerin "Jane
Kenyon: A Literary Life.

In the opening chapters Timmerman gives avivid portrait of Kenyon, one made possible bythe use of
previously unpublished journals, personalpapers, and the recollections of her husband, the poet Donald Hall.
Timmerman enriches thisdramatic portrait by exploring, volume by volume, the form and substance of
Kenyon's work.

By frequently examining the multiple draftsthat Kenyon wrote in the process of reaching afinished poem,
Timmerman reveals how she refinedideas, images, and language until a poemwas honed to its essence. She
was especially interestedin the "luminous particular, " the arrestingimage that would focus a poem. She also
tookcare to use simple, grounded language andnatural objects and events often drawing onand reflecting on
the life she lived at Eagle PondFarm in rural New Hampshire.

Throughout her life Kenyon struggled withdepression, but she never let it define her or herwork. She also
struggled with her faith almostconstantly, but she was able to write poems ofgreat beauty and spiritual
consolation. Yet Kenyonwas cut down in the prime of her writing life byleukemia, and Timmerman ends the
volume byexploring Hall's mourning of her death in"Without,  a powerful collection of poems. Thisfull-
orbed, often moving study of Kenyon's lifeshows why her literary voice continues to touchreaders with its
beauty, grace, andpower.
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From reader reviews:

James Rogers:

The knowledge that you get from Jane Kenyon: A Literary Life could be the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is
hard to be aware of but Jane Kenyon: A Literary Life giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author
conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the
author of this book is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your own personal vocabulary
increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We advise you for having this Jane Kenyon: A Literary Life instantly.

Maryann Carson:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Jane Kenyon: A
Literary Life suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Jane Kenyon: A Literary Lifeis the main of several books in which everyone read
now. This book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of
people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Sabrina King:

Typically the book Jane Kenyon: A Literary Life will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort
of book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book you just read, this
book very suitable to you. The book Jane Kenyon: A Literary Life is much recommended to you to read.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Wesley Mansour:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the book untitled Jane Kenyon: A Literary Life can be good book to read. May be it
might be best activity to you.
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