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The 1940s offered ever-increasing outlets for writers in book publishing, magazines, radio, film, and the
nascent television industry, but the standard rights arrangements often prevented writers from collecting a
fair share of the profits made from their work. To remedy this situation, novelist and screenwriter James M.
Cain (The Postman Always Rings Twice, Double Indemnity, Mildred Pierce) proposed that all professional
writers, including novelists, playwrights, poets, and screenwriters, should organize into a single cartel that
would secure a fairer return on their work from publishers and producers. This organization, conceived and
rejected within one turbulent year (1946), was the American Authors' Authority (AAA).

In this groundbreaking work, Richard Fine traces the history of the AAA within the cultural context of the
1940s. After discussing the profession of authorship as it had developed in England and the United States,
Fine describes how the AAA, which was to be a central copyright repository, was designed to improve the
bargaining position of writers in the literary marketplace, keep track of all rights and royalty arrangements,
protect writers' interests in the courts, and lobby for more favorable copyright and tax legislation.

Although simple enough in its design, the AAA proposal ignited a firestorm of controversy, and a major part
of Fine's study explores its impact in literary and political circles. Among writers, the AAA exacerbated a
split between East and West Coast writers, who disagreed over whether writing should be treated as a
money-making business or as an artistic (and poorly paid) calling. Among politicians, a move to unite all
writers into a single organization smacked of communism and sowed seeds of distrust that later flowered in
the Hollywood blacklists of the McCarthy era.

Drawing insights from the fields of American studies, literature, and Cold War history, Fine's book offers a
comprehensive picture of the development of the modern American literary marketplace from the
professional writer's perspective. It uncovers the effect of national politics on the affairs of writers, thus
illuminating the cultural context in which literature is produced and the institutional forces that affect its
production.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Sandler:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read
one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. Typically the James M. Cain and the American
Authors' Authority (American Studies) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Juan Hinkson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love James M. Cain and the
American Authors' Authority (American Studies), you could enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't
understand it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Lowell Seymour:

The book untitled James M. Cain and the American Authors' Authority (American Studies) contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because
you can continue reading your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime.
In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it.
Have a nice go through.

Marianne Button:

This James M. Cain and the American Authors' Authority (American Studies) is completely new way for
you who has attention to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with.
Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in
reading this James M. Cain and the American Authors' Authority (American Studies) can be the light food
for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book form. People who think
that in reserve form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a
book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss



this! Just read this e-book style for your better life and knowledge.
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