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While it has often been recognised that the development of Christian orthodoxy was stimulated by the
speculations of those who are now called heretics, it is still widely assumed that their contribution was
merely catalytic, that they called forth the exposition of what the main church already believed but had not
yet been required to formulate.

This book maintains that scholars have underrated the constructive role of these "heretical" speculations in
the evolution of dogma, showing that salient elements in the doctrines of the fall, the Trinity and the union of
God and man in Christ derive from teachings that were initially rejected by the main church. Mark Edwards
also reveals how authors who epitomised orthodoxy in their own day sometimes favoured teachings which
were later considered heterodox, and that their doctrines underwent radical revision before they became a
fixed element of orthodoxy.

The first half of the volume discusses the role of Gnostic theologians in the formation of catholic thought;
the second half will offer an unfashionable view of the controversies which gave rise to the councils of
Nicaea, Ephesus and Chalcedon . Many of the theories advanced here have not been broached elsewhere, and
no synthesis on this scale had been attempted by other scholars. While this book proposes a revision in the
scholarly perception of early Christendom, it also demonstrates the essential unity of the tradition.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Farley:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
Catholicity and Heresy in the Early Church? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You know beside
you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with their
opinion or you have other opinion?

John Harrison:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name Catholicity and
Heresy in the Early Church suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era.
Typically the book untitled Catholicity and Heresy in the Early Churchis one of several books that will
everyone read now. This specific book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book
you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their strategy in the
simple way, thus all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you
a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Austin Lawrence:

The book untitled Catholicity and Heresy in the Early Church is the guide that recommended to you you just
read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation
when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You
also can get the e-book of Catholicity and Heresy in the Early Church from the publisher to make you more
enjoy free time.

Antonio Fells:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need
more time to be examine. Catholicity and Heresy in the Early Church can be your answer as it can be read by
a person who have those short free time problems.
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