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He was born in Middletown, Connecticut, to Alanson and Amelia (Forbes) Work. His father opposed
slavery, and Work was himself an active abolitionist and Union supporter. His family's home became a stop
on the Underground Railroad, assisting runaway slaves to freedom in Canada, for which his father was once
imprisoned.  Work was self taught in music. By the time he was 23, he worked as a printer in Chicago,
specializing in setting musical type. He allegedly composed in his head as he worked, without a piano, using
the noise of the machinery as an inspiration. His first published song was "We Are Coming, Sister Mary",
which eventually became a staple in Christy's Minstrels shows.  Work produced much of his best material
during the Civil War. In 1862 he published "Kingdom Coming" using his own lyrics based upon snippets of
Negro speech he had heard. This use of slave dialect (Irish too was a favourite) tended to limit the appeal of
Work's works and make them frowned upon today. However, "Kingdom Coming" appeared in the Jerome
Kern show "Good Morning, Dearie" on Broadway in 1921, and was heard in the background in the 1944
Judy Garland film "Meet Me in St. Louis". 1862 also saw his novelty song "Grafted Into the Army",
followed in 1863 by "Babylon is Fallen" ("Don't you see the black clouds risin' ober yonder"), "The Song of
a Thousand Years", and "God Save the Nation". His 1864 effort "Wake Nicodemus" was popular in minstrel
shows.  In 1865 he wrote his greatest hit, inspired by Sherman's march to the sea, "Marching Through
Georgia" at the end of the previous year. Thanks to its lively melody, the song was immensely popular, its
million sheet-music sales being unprecedented. It is a cheerful marching song and has since been pressed
into service many times, including by Princeton University as a football fight song. Timothy Shay Arthur's
play Ten Nights in a Barroom, had Work's 1864 "Come Home, Father", a dirgesome song bemoaning the
demon drink: too mawkish for modern tastes, but always sung at Temperance Meetings.  Settling into
sentimental balladry, Work had significant post-Civil War success with the "The Lost Letter", and "The Ship
That Never Returned"—a tune reused in the "Wreck of the Old 97" and "MTA". A massive hit was "My
Grandfather's Clock", published in 1876, which was introduced by Sam Lucas in Hartford, Connecticut, and
again secured more than a million sales of the sheet music, along with popularizing the phrase, "grandfather
clock."  By 1880 Work was living in New York City, giving his occupation as a musician. He died in
Hartford two years later at the age of 51.
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From reader reviews:

Christi Potter:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book called The Poetry Of Henry Clay
Work? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with
the favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Margaret Pinson:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Poetry Of Henry Clay Work book is readable by means of
you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer of The
Poetry Of Henry Clay Work content conveys objective easily to understand by lots of people. The printed
and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking The
Poetry Of Henry Clay Work is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Carl Kile:

The knowledge that you get from The Poetry Of Henry Clay Work will be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that
this book is hard to recognise but The Poetry Of Henry Clay Work giving you joy feeling of reading. The
article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the idea
because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We suggest you for having this particular The Poetry Of Henry Clay Work instantly.

Yolanda Harris:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt this when they get
a half elements of the book. You can choose typically the book The Poetry Of Henry Clay Work to make
your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like reading. Try
to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and reading
through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and study it. Beside that the
book The Poetry Of Henry Clay Work can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of that time.
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