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The Clear Mirror (Masukagami) is an account of Japanese history from 1185 to 1333 by an anonymous
author, almost certainly a court noble writing around the third quarter of the fourteenth century. During this
time, the military government at Kamakura controlled the country, maintaining the emperor with his court at
Kyoto as symbolic head of state. Though the imperial court had little real power, it attempted to maintain as
much of its former dignity and prestige as it could.

The Clear Mirror is at least semi-fictionalized, promoting a picture of a court healthier and more powerful
than it really was. Moreover, the work sees the court as guardian of its own traditional arts and lifestyle, and
thus provides not only a history of imperial succession and other events but also copious examples of poetic
expressions and descriptions of courtly traditions and ceremonies. Because of its attempt to exemplify the
best in the courtly prose tradition (it is noted for its imitation of the style of the masterpiece The Tale of
Genji), the work has long been valued in Japan as much for its artistic literary contribution as for its
historical significance. The present translation makes available to English readers the last significant work
belonging to the genre of “historical tales” (rekishi monogatari), another example of which is A Tale of
Flowering Fortunes (translated by William and Helen Craig McCullough, Stanford, 1980).

The introduction provides a brief summary of the significant historical and political events of the period,
together with a discussion of the significance of The Clear Mirror within the “historical tales” tradition, and
comments on the literary strengths and weaknesses of the work. A glossary identifies people and places
mentioned in the text, and an appendix discusses details concerning the work’s authorship, possible dates of
initial publication, and other matters relating to the original manuscript.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Herr:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Clear Mirror: A Chronicle of
the Japanese Court During the Kamakura Period (1185-1333). All type of book could you see on many
sources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Beverly Hummell:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for people. The book The Clear Mirror: A Chronicle of the Japanese Court
During the Kamakura Period (1185-1333) has been making you to know about other information and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book The Clear Mirror: A
Chronicle of the Japanese Court During the Kamakura Period (1185-1333) is not only giving you much more
new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to
read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Clear Mirror: A Chronicle of the
Japanese Court During the Kamakura Period (1185-1333). You never truly feel lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

Brenda Rodriguez:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Clear Mirror: A Chronicle of the
Japanese Court During the Kamakura Period (1185-1333) guide written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written with good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger
then you still question The Clear Mirror: A Chronicle of the Japanese Court During the Kamakura Period
(1185-1333) as good book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break
don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come
on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Marylouise Potter:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the update information of year to help year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book The Clear Mirror: A Chronicle of the Japanese Court During the Kamakura Period
(1185-1333) we can consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To be creative person must
like to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change



your life by this book The Clear Mirror: A Chronicle of the Japanese Court During the Kamakura Period
(1185-1333). You can more inviting than now.
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