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The thirteenth century saw such a proliferation of new encyclopedic texts that more than one scholar has
called it the “century of the encyclopedias.” Variously referred to as a speculum, thesaurus, or imago
mundi—the term encyclopedia was not commonly applied to such books until the eighteenth century—these
texts were organized in such a way that a reader could easily locate a collection of authoritative statements
on any given topic. Because they reproduced, rather than simply summarized, parts of prior texts, these
compilations became libraries in miniature.

 

In this groundbreaking study, Mary Franklin-Brown examines writings in Latin, Catalan, and French that are
connected to the encyclopedic movement: Vincent of Beauvais’s Speculum maius; Ramon Llull’s Libre de
meravelles, Arbor scientiae, and Arbre de filosofia d’amor; and Jean de Meun’s continuation of the Roman
de la Rose. Franklin-Brown analyzes the order of knowledge in these challenging texts, describing the wide-
ranging interests, the textual practices—including commentary, compilation, and organization—and the
diverse discourses that they absorb from preexisting classical, patristic, and medieval writing. She also
demonstrates how these encyclopedias, like libraries, became “heterotopias” of knowledge—spaces where
many possible ways of knowing are juxtaposed.

 

But Franklin-Brown’s study will not appeal only to historians: she argues that a revised understanding of late
medievalism makes it possible to discern a close connection between scholasticism and contemporary
imaginative literature. She shows how encyclopedists employed the same practices of figuration, narrative,
and citation as poets and romanciers, while much of the difficulty of the imaginative writing of this period
derives from a juxtaposition of heterogeneous discourses inspired by encyclopedias. 

 

With rich and innovative readings of texts both familiar and neglected, Reading the World reveals how the
study of encyclopedism can illuminate both the intellectual work and the imaginative writing of the
scholastic age.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Allen:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world may share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in writing,
they also doing some study before they write to the book. One of them is this Reading the World:
Encyclopedic Writing in the Scholastic Age.

Todd James:

The e-book with title Reading the World: Encyclopedic Writing in the Scholastic Age has a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era of
the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere
you want.

David Burch:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Reading the World: Encyclopedic
Writing in the Scholastic Age that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better
then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading habit only for the
geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
studying as your good habit, it is possible to pick Reading the World: Encyclopedic Writing in the Scholastic
Age become your starter.

Kay Davidson:

Beside this kind of Reading the World: Encyclopedic Writing in the Scholastic Age in your phone, it could
possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh in the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Reading the World: Encyclopedic Writing in the Scholastic Age
because this book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom
get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want



to miss this? Find this book as well as read it from right now!
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