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In August and September 1914 the Regimental Depot of the Durham Light Infantry at Fenham Barracks in
Newcastle was overwhelmed by the number of men enlisting. Accommodation was tight so the men were
formed into batches and sent off to training grounds in the south of England. Over 2,000 men were sent to
Bulllswater near Woking in Surrey where they became the 12th and 13th Battalions of the DLI serving in 68
Brigade of the 23rd Division, commanded by Lieutenant General Sir James Babington KCB KCMG. The
Division never failed to take an objective between 1915 and 1918.

After initial training around Aldershot and Ashford, in May they embarked for France on 25 August 1915. In
November Private Thomas Kenny, of the 13th DLI, a miner from Wingate, County Durham, won the
Victoria Cross rescuing his wounded officer. In the summer of 1916 they joined the fighting on the Somme
and took part in the capture of Contalmaison on 10 July. In October the two battalions took part in the
capture of Le Sars before being sent north to the Ypres Salient. In Flanders they took part in the Battle of
Messines and the 3rd Battle of Ypres.

In November 1917 the 23rd Division was ordered to the Italian Front. The 12th and 13th Battalions were
initially deployed on the Montello before moving into the mountainous region of the Asiago Plateau. They
were attacked by the Austrians on 15 June 1918, however, the only enemy soldiers that entered the Durhams'
trenches did so as prisoners, brought in by men of the two battalions. The 13th DLI was ordered back to
France in September 1918 where it took part in the advance to victory; the battalion suffered many casualties
in the last six weeks of the war. The 12th DLI remained in Italy and took part in the crossing of the River
Piave in October 1918 and the Battle of Vittorio Veneto that led to the end of the war in Italy.

The book uses unpublished memoirs and diaries along with letters from officers and men of both battalions.
Using the soldier’s personal documents this book reveals many of the tragic stories that led to unnecessary
loss of life. Lists of gallantry awards and nominal rolls of officers of both battalions are included.
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From reader reviews:

Pierre Taylor:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yes, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. In
your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific With Bayonets Fixed: 12th and 13th
(Service) Battalions of the Durham Light Infantry book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this
book is greater than just a book.

Anthony Thies:

The publication untitled With Bayonets Fixed: 12th and 13th (Service) Battalions of the Durham Light
Infantry is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be
shown to you actually. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The article author was did a lot of study when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of With Bayonets Fixed: 12th
and 13th (Service) Battalions of the Durham Light Infantry from the publisher to make you far more enjoy
free time.

Dawn Bliss:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this With Bayonets Fixed: 12th and 13th
(Service) Battalions of the Durham Light Infantry book written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book that could be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written inside good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
skepticism With Bayonets Fixed: 12th and 13th (Service) Battalions of the Durham Light Infantry as good
book not merely by the cover but also from the content. This is one reserve that can break don't ascertain
book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your
looking at sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Mildred Vang:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone to
understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much easier to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is With Bayonets Fixed: 12th and 13th (Service) Battalions of the Durham Light
Infantry this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to



understand. The writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this book acceptable
all of you.
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