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This volume examines notions of health and illness in North Indian devotional culture, with particular
attention paid to the worship of the goddess Sitala, the Cold Lady. Consistently portrayed in colonial and
postcolonial literature as the ambiguous 'smallpox goddess', Sitala is here discussed as a protector of children
and women, a portrayal that emerges from textual sources as well as material culture.

The eradication of smallpox did not pose a threat to Sitala and her worship. She continues to be an extremely
popular goddess. Religion, Devotion and Medicine in North India critically examines the rise and affirmation
of the 'smallpox myth' in India and beyond, and explains how Indian narratives, ritual texts and devotional
songs have celebrated Sitala as a loving mother who protects her children from the effects, and the fear, of
poxes, fevers and infantile disorders but also all sorts of new threats (such as global pandemics, addictions
and environmental catastrophes). The book explores a wide range of ritual and devotional practices,
including scheduled festivals, songs, vows, pageants, austerities, possession, animal sacrifices and various
forms of offering.

Built on extensive fieldwork and a close textual analysis of sources in Sanskrit and vernacular languages
(Hindi, Bhojpuri and Bengali) as well as on a rich bibliography on the struggle against smallpox in colonial
and post-colonial India, the book reflects on the ambiguous nature of Sitala as a phenomenon largely
dependent on the enduring fascination with the exotic, and the horrific, that has pervaded public renditions of
Indian culture in indigenous fiction, colonial reports, medical literature and now global culture.

To aid study, the volume includes images, web links, appendixes and a filmography.
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From reader reviews:

Angela Taylor:

The actual book Religion, Devotion and Medicine in North India: The Healing Power of Sitala will bring
that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book you just read, this book very ideal to you. The book Religion, Devotion and
Medicine in North India: The Healing Power of Sitala is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Kerry Erdman:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the book untitled Religion, Devotion and Medicine in North India: The Healing Power of Sitala can
be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Wendy Ray:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
great deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will
say absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you
have read will be Religion, Devotion and Medicine in North India: The Healing Power of Sitala.

Alejandro Wisdom:

Religion, Devotion and Medicine in North India: The Healing Power of Sitala can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing
Religion, Devotion and Medicine in North India: The Healing Power of Sitala yet doesn't forget the main
position, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial contemplating.
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