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Homesickness today is dismissed as a sign of immaturity, what children feel at summer camp, but in the
nineteenth century it was recognized as a powerful emotion. When gold miners in California heard the tune
"Home, Sweet Home," they sobbed. When Civil War soldiers became homesick, army doctors sent them
home, lest they die. Such images don't fit with our national mythology, which celebrates the restless
individualism of colonists, explorers, pioneers, soldiers, and immigrants who supposedly left home and never
looked back.

Using letters, diaries, memoirs, medical records, and psychological studies, this wide-ranging book uncovers
the profound pain felt by Americans on the move from the country's founding until the present day. Susan
Matt shows how colonists in Jamestown longed for and often returned to England, African Americans during
the Great Migration yearned for their Southern homes, and immigrants nursed memories of Sicily and
Guadalajara and, even after years in America, frequently traveled home. These iconic symbols of the
undaunted, forward-looking American spirit were often homesick, hesitant, and reluctant voyagers. National
ideology and modern psychology obscure this truth, portraying movement as easy, but in fact Americans had
to learn how to leave home, learn to be individualists. Even today, in a global society that prizes movement
and that condemns homesickness as a childish emotion, colleges counsel young adults and their families on
how to manage the transition away from home, suburbanites pine for their old neighborhoods, and
companies take seriously the emotional toll borne by relocated executives and road warriors. In the age of
helicopter parents and boomerang kids, and the new social networks that sustain connections across the
miles, Americans continue to assert the significance of home ties.

By highlighting how Americans reacted to moving farther and farther from their roots, Homesickness: An
American History revises long-held assumptions about home, mobility, and our national identity.
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From reader reviews:

Connie Deroche:

With other case, little persons like to read book Homesickness: An American History. You can choose the
best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new book Homesickness:
An American History. You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely
right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad
you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to
go to the library. Let's examine.

Andrew Comer:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Homesickness: An
American History. All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources
or other social media.

Cheri Adamo:

This Homesickness: An American History is great book for you because the content that is certainly full of
information for you who all always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can state no rambling sentences within it. So
if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having
Homesickness: An American History in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen small right but this
reserve already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?

Helen Butts:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book but in addition novel and Homesickness: An American History
or perhaps others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe students especially.
Those textbooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other
book likes Homesickness: An American History to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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