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Explores literary theory's fear of and fascination with the mechanical.

Anxieties about fixing the absolute difference between the human being and the mechanical replica of the
human being, the automaton, are as old as the first appearance of the machine itself. Exploring these
anxieties and the efforts they prompted, this book opens a window on one of the most significant, if subtle,
ideological battles waged on behalf of the human against the machine since the Enlightenment-one that
continues in the wake of technological and conceptual progress today.

A sustained examination of the automaton as early modern machine and as a curious ancestor of the
twentieth-century robot, Copying Machines offers extended readings of mechanistic images in the eighteenth
century through the prism of twentieth-century commentary. In readings of texts by Lafayette, Molire,
Laclos, and La Bruyre-and in a chapter on the eighteenth-century inventor of automatons, Jacques
Vaucanson-Catherine Liu provides a fascinating account of ways in which figures of the automaton and of
the preindustrial machine haunt the imagination of ancien rgime France and structure key moments of the
canonical literature and criticism of the period.

Catherine Liu is assistant professor in the Department of Cultural Studies and Comparative Literature and in
the Department of French and Italian at the University of Minnesota.

Translation Inquiries: University of Minnesota Press
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From reader reviews:

William Deck:

Often the book Copying Machines: Taking Notes for the Automaton has a lot associated with on it. So when
you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author.
The writer makes some research before write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after scanning this book.

Terry Kopp:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Copying Machines: Taking Notes for the Automaton
can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they
don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get
success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
different make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Copying Machines: Taking Notes for
the Automaton.

Michael Gage:

You can get this Copying Machines: Taking Notes for the Automaton by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only
viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
guide are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-book.
In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to
arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Edward Grimes:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Copying Machines: Taking Notes for the Automaton can make you
experience more interested to read.
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