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John Holt's groundbreaking study examines the assimilation, transformation, and subordination of the Hindu
deity Visnu within the contexts of Sri Lankan history and Sinhala Buddhist religious culture. Holt argues that
political agendas and social forces, as much as doctrinal concerns, have shaped the shifting patterns of the
veneration of Visnu in Sri Lanka.

Holt begins with a comparative look at the assimilation of the Buddha in Hinduism. He then explores the role
and rationale of medieval Sinhala kings in assimilating Visnu into Sinhala Buddhism. Offering analyses of
texts, many of which have never before been translated into English, Holt considers the development of
Visnu in Buddhist literature and the changing practices of deity veneration. Shifting to the present, Holt
describes the efforts of contemporary Buddhist monks in Sri Lanka to discourage the veneration of Visnu,
suggesting that many are motivated by a reactionary fear that their culture and society will soon be overrun
by the influences and practices of Hindus, Muslims, and Christians.
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From reader reviews:

John Caldwell:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Buddhist Visnu: Religious Transformation, Politics, and
Culture. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important a new book The Buddhist Visnu: Religious Transformation, Politics, and Culture. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book
you can understand everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, you can open a book or perhaps searching
by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's
study.

Jarred Chisolm:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Yes, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand up than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you that The Buddhist Visnu:
Religious Transformation, Politics, and Culture book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because
this book is greater than just a book.

Ruth Morefield:

This book untitled The Buddhist Visnu: Religious Transformation, Politics, and Culture to be one of several
books that best seller in this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit onto it.
You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your list.

Janna Lefevre:

You could spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Buddhist Visnu: Religious
Transformation, Politics, and Culture is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach,
train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the particular
e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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