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From the time they emerged in American cities in the 1820s, commercial luxury hotels were far more than
places where a traveler could eat and sleep -- they were icons of style, opulence, and technological
sophistication. Molly W. Berger offers a compelling history of the American hotel and how it captured the
public's imagination as it came to represent the complex -- and often contentious -- relationship among
luxury, economic development, and the ideals of a democratic society.From New York to San Francisco and
points in between, Berger profiles the country's most prestigious hotels, including Boston's 1829 Tremont,
which served as a model for luxury hotel design; San Francisco's world famous Palace, completed in 1875;
and Chicago's enormous Stevens, built two years before the great crash of 1929. The fascinating stories
behind their design, construction, and marketing reveal in rich detail how these buildings became cultural
symbols that shaped the urban landscape. Though America's large, luxury hotels were impressive
architectural and corporate accomplishments, they were lightning rods for public debate about urban
development and economic power. Inside the buildings unfolded human dramas that shaped ideas about race,
gender, and class. Berger deftly explores the tension between both elite and egalitarian values that
surrounded America's luxury hotels. The American hotel evolved into a "machine for living," soaring to
skyscraper heights, defining ideas about technological innovation, and creating a unified system of
production and consumption unique to the modern world. Hotel Dreams is a deeply researched and
entertaining account of how the hotel's material world of machines and marble integrated into and shaped the
society it served.
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From reader reviews:

Elida Allman:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible Hotel Dreams:
Luxury, Technology, and Urban Ambition in America, 1829--1929 (Studies in Industry and Society)? Maybe
it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time together with your
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Lucas Florio:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading through you can get a lot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the books. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to improve
their ability in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book. One of them is this
Hotel Dreams: Luxury, Technology, and Urban Ambition in America, 1829--1929 (Studies in Industry and
Society).

Frank Botelho:

Beside this particular Hotel Dreams: Luxury, Technology, and Urban Ambition in America, 1829--1929
(Studies in Industry and Society) in your phone, it may give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or
details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry
if you feel like an previous people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have Hotel Dreams: Luxury,
Technology, and Urban Ambition in America, 1829--1929 (Studies in Industry and Society) because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it's exactly
about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book as
well as read it from currently!

Daniel Adams:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your



personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is niagra Hotel Dreams: Luxury,
Technology, and Urban Ambition in America, 1829--1929 (Studies in Industry and Society).
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