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The idea of revising what is known of the past constitutes an essential procedure in historical scholarship, but
revisionists are often hasty and argumentative in their judgments. Such, argues Robert H. Ferrell, has been
the case with assessments of the presidency of Harry S. Truman, who was targeted by historians and political
scientists in the 1960s and ’70s for numerous failings in both domestic and foreign policy, including
launching the cold war—perceptions that persist to the present day.
Widely acknowledged as today’s foremost Truman scholar, Ferrell turns the tables on the revisionists in this
collection of classic essays. He goes below the surface appearances of history to examine how situations
actually developed and how Truman performed sensibly—even courageously—in the face of unforeseen
crises.

While some revisionists see Truman as consumed by a blind hatred of the Soviet Union and adopting an
unrestrainedly militant stance, Ferrell convincingly shows that Truman wished to get along with the Soviets
and was often bewildered by their actions. He interprets policies such as the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall
Plan, and support for NATO as prudent responses to perceived threats and credits the Truman administration
for the ways in which it dealt with unprecedented problems.
What emerges most vividly from Ferrell’s essays is a sense of how weak a hand the United States held from
1945 to1950, with its conventional forces depleted by the return of veterans to civil pursuits after the war and
with its capacity for delivery of nuclear weapons in a sorry state. He shows that Truman regarded the atomic
bomb as a weapon of last resort, not an instrument of policy, and that he took America into a war in Korea
for the good of the United States and its allies. Although Truman has been vindicated on many of these
issues, there still remains a lingering controversy over the use of atomic weapons in Japan—a decision that
Ferrell argues is understandable in light of what Truman faced at the start of his presidency.
Ferrell argues that the revisionists who attacked Truman understood neither the times nor the man—one of
the most clearheaded, farsighted presidents ever to occupy the Oval Office. Harry S. Truman and the Cold
War Revisionists shows us that Truman’s was indeed a remarkable presidency, as it cautions historians
against too quickly appraising the very recent past.
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From reader reviews:

Jamie Arellano:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read,
if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one together
with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Harry S. Truman and the Cold War
Revisionists is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Catherine Poppe:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can satisfy
your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time to be
examine. Harry S. Truman and the Cold War Revisionists can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Clarence Ross:

This Harry S. Truman and the Cold War Revisionists is brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to
look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more
you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Harry S. Truman and the Cold
War Revisionists can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this particular book is easy
to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean
in the e-book form. People who think that in book form make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along
with knowledge.

Paula Adame:

You can find this Harry S. Truman and the Cold War Revisionists by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just
simply viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book.
It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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