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In the 1930s, fewer than one in one hundred U.S. labor union members were African American. By 1980, the
figure was more than one in five. Black and Blue explores the politics and history that led to this dramatic
integration of organized labor. In the process, the book tells a broader story about how the Democratic Party
unintentionally sowed the seeds of labor's decline.

The labor and civil rights movements are the cornerstones of the Democratic Party, but for much of the
twentieth century these movements worked independently of one another. Paul Frymer argues that as
Democrats passed separate legislation to promote labor rights and racial equality they split the issues of class
and race into two sets of institutions, neither of which had enough authority to integrate the labor movement.

From this division, the courts became the leading enforcers of workplace civil rights, threatening unions with
bankruptcy if they resisted integration. The courts' previously unappreciated power, however, was also a
problem: in diversifying unions, judges and lawyers enfeebled them financially, thus democratizing through
destruction. Sharply delineating the double-edged sword of state and legal power, Black and Blue chronicles
an achievement that was as problematic as it was remarkable, and that demonstrates the deficiencies of race-
and class-based understandings of labor, equality, and power in America.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Dawson:

The book Black and Blue: African Americans, the Labor Movement, and the Decline of the Democratic
Party (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing
like a book Black and Blue: African Americans, the Labor Movement, and the Decline of the Democratic
Party (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives)? A
few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many information for us. It
is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you take
for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Black and Blue: African Americans,
the Labor Movement, and the Decline of the Democratic Party (Princeton Studies in American Politics:
Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by start and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Maureen Daniels:

This Black and Blue: African Americans, the Labor Movement, and the Decline of the Democratic Party
(Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) book is just
not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. That Black and Blue: African Americans, the Labor
Movement, and the Decline of the Democratic Party (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical,
International, and Comparative Perspectives) without we recognize teach the one who reading through it
become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Black and Blue: African Americans, the
Labor Movement, and the Decline of the Democratic Party (Princeton Studies in American Politics:
Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) can bring once you are and not make your carrier
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even mobile phone.
This Black and Blue: African Americans, the Labor Movement, and the Decline of the Democratic Party
(Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) having
good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Peggy Elmore:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Black and Blue: African
Americans, the Labor Movement, and the Decline of the Democratic Party (Princeton Studies in American
Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative Perspectives) which is obtaining the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's observe.



James McFarland:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a book we can know
everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This book Black and Blue: African Americans, the Labor Movement, and the Decline of
the Democratic Party (Princeton Studies in American Politics: Historical, International, and Comparative
Perspectives) was filled in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your
scientific research competence. Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how
big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways
to get book that you simply wanted.
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