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An era of sweeping cultural change in America, the postwar years saw the rise of beatniks and hippies, the
birth of feminism, and the release of the first video game. It was also the era of new math. Introduced to US
schools in the late 1950s and 1960s, the new math was a curricular answer to Cold War fears of American
intellectual inadequacy. In the age of Sputnik and increasingly sophisticated technological systems and
machines, math class came to be viewed as a crucial component of the education of intelligent, virtuous
citizens who would be able to compete on a global scale.

In this history, Christopher J. Phillips examines the rise and fall of the new math as a marker of the period’s
political and social ferment. Neither the new math curriculum designers nor its diverse legions of supporters
concentrated on whether the new math would improve students’ calculation ability. Rather, they felt the new
math would train children to think in the right way, instilling in students a set of mental habits that might
better prepare them to be citizens of modern society—a world of complex challenges, rapid technological
change, and unforeseeable futures. While Phillips grounds his argument in shifting perceptions of intellectual
discipline and the underlying nature of mathematical knowledge, he also touches on long-standing debates
over the place and relevance of mathematics in liberal education. And in so doing, he explores the essence of
what it means to be an intelligent American—by the numbers.
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From reader reviews:

Clarence Anderson:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The New Math: A Political History. You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book
The New Math: A Political History. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by
just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's read.

Jose Higham:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The New Math: A Political History
that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all
over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then how they react
towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual but for
all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your
good habit, you are able to pick The New Math: A Political History become your starter.

Kent Brown:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this The New Math: A Political History publication
written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who
have read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and producing skill only for
eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt The New Math: A Political History as good book not only by
the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its handle, so
do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already
alerted you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Maria Holder:

Beside this specific The New Math: A Political History in your phone, it may give you a way to get nearer to
the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from your oven
so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
The New Math: A Political History because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you don't get what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this inside
your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss it? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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