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Spies, Scandals, and Sultans is the first English translation of a fascinating and acidly critical portrait of the
Ottoman capital of Istanbul during the days of the Sultan Abd al-Hamid. This is the first time that the text,
written by an Egyptian journalist and politician, has been available since 1896. Originally published as a
series of newspaper articles in the mid-1890s, and then as a book entitled Ma Hunalik, the text was ordered
to be banned and burned by the Sultan's representatives in Cairo. The ban was carried out, but a few copies
survived, one of which has been used for this translation. The text of the Arabic original is prefaced with an
extensive introduction in which the author's life is discussed and the highly controversial contents of the
book are contextualized and evaluated for their accuracy against other contemporary accounts of life in the
Ottoman capital.

Spies, Scandals, and Sultans presents a highly critical view of the Ottoman government in Istanbul during
the 1890s, with reference to earlier eras in Ottoman history. It is an Egyptian perspective of the Ottoman
administration in one of its most problematic periods and is highly critical of every aspect of life in the
capital city—not least, the elaborate spy system. Spies, Scandals, and Sultans takes on the theme of
modernization and the role of more traditional values, including Islamic ones, in the process of setting the
goals for a modern Middle Eastern state—a process that was to come to fruition after World War One in the
creation of the modern state of Turkey.

This first English translation should arouse intense interest among historians of the Ottoman Empire and
Egypt, as well as those who study modernization in the Middle East and the status of Islam within both
traditional and modernizing societies in the region. Spies, Scandals, and Sultans has a great deal to say about
the processes of decline and the causes for it, and the ever increasing role of European nations in the
establishment o
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Morton:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Spies,
Scandals, and Sultans: Istanbul in the Twilight of the Ottoman Empire (New Dialogues in Philosophy) is
kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Amy Parr:

This Spies, Scandals, and Sultans: Istanbul in the Twilight of the Ottoman Empire (New Dialogues in
Philosophy) is great e-book for you because the content which can be full of information for you who always
deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it data accurately
using great plan word or we can state no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read that hurriedly you can
have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but tough core information
with attractive delivering sentences. Having Spies, Scandals, and Sultans: Istanbul in the Twilight of the
Ottoman Empire (New Dialogues in Philosophy) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is
not ridiculous one. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or fifteen small right but this
publication already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in
which?

Mamie Salinas:

The book untitled Spies, Scandals, and Sultans: Istanbul in the Twilight of the Ottoman Empire (New
Dialogues in Philosophy) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea
with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy
to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary
works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official
web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Jesus Moreno:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended
to you personally is Spies, Scandals, and Sultans: Istanbul in the Twilight of the Ottoman Empire (New



Dialogues in Philosophy) this guide consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This
book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer require to explain it
is easy to understand. Often the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Here is why this
book acceptable all of you.
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