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We tend to suppose that the ancient Greeks had primitive ideas of the self, of responsibility, freedom, and
shame, and that now humanity has advanced from these to a more refined moral consciousness. Bernard
Williams's original and radical book questions this picture of Western history. While we are in many ways
different from the Greeks, Williams claims that the differences are not to be traced to a shift in these basic
conceptions of ethical life. We are more like the ancients than we are prepared to acknowledge, and only
when this is understood can we properly grasp our most important differences from them, such as our
rejection of slavery.

The author is a philosopher, but much of his book is directed to writers such as Homer and the tragedians,
whom he discusses as poets and not just as materials for philosophy. At the center of his study is the question
of how we can understand Greek tragedy at all, when its world is so far from ours.

Williams explains how it is that when the ancients speak, they do not merely tell us about themselves, but
about ourselves. In a new foreword A.A. Long explores the impact of this volume in the context of
Williams's stunning career.
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From reader reviews:

Myrtle Anderson:

Do you one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Shame and Necessity (Sather Classical Lectures) book is readable by means of you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer of Shame and
Necessity (Sather Classical Lectures) content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you still
thinking Shame and Necessity (Sather Classical Lectures) is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Jessie Henricks:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book especially book
entitled Shame and Necessity (Sather Classical Lectures) your head will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a book then become one application form conclusion and explanation in which maybe
you never get prior to. The Shame and Necessity (Sather Classical Lectures) giving you another experience
more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So
now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time
activity?

Joseph Davis:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Shame and Necessity (Sather
Classical Lectures) is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and also soon. If
you did not include much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Ana Vela:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This publication Shame and Necessity (Sather Classical Lectures) was filled about science.
Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has distinct
feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can sense enjoy to read a e-
book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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