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Based on extensive research in Sanskrit sources, Mathematics in India chronicles the development of
mathematical techniques and texts in South Asia from antiquity to the early modern period. Kim Plofker
reexamines the few facts about Indian mathematics that have become common knowledge--such as the
Indian origin of Arabic numerals--and she sets them in a larger textual and cultural framework. The book
details aspects of the subject that have been largely passed over in the past, including the relationships
between Indian mathematics and astronomy, and their cross-fertilizations with Islamic scientific traditions.
Plofker shows that Indian mathematics appears not as a disconnected set of discoveries, but as a lively,
diverse, yet strongly unified discipline, intimately linked to other Indian forms of learning.

Far more than in other areas of the history of mathematics, the literature on Indian mathematics reveals huge
discrepancies between what researchers generally agree on and what general readers pick up from popular
ideas. This book explains with candor the chief controversies causing these discrepancies--both the flaws in
many popular claims, and the uncertainties underlying many scholarly conclusions. Supplementing the main
narrative are biographical resources for dozens of Indian mathematicians; a guide to key features of Sanskrit
for the non-Indologist; and illustrations of manuscripts, inscriptions, and artifacts. Mathematics in India
provides a rich and complex understanding of the Indian mathematical tradition.

**Author's note: The concept of "computational positivism" in Indian mathematical science, mentioned on p.
120, is due to Prof. Roddam Narasimha and is explored in more detail in some of his works, including "The
Indian half of Needham's question: some thoughts on axioms, models, algorithms, and computational
positivism" (Interdisciplinary Science Reviews 28, 2003, 1-13).
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From reader reviews:

Tami Anders:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to you is you
don't know which you should start with. This Mathematics in India is our recommendation to help you keep
up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Michael Medellin:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of e-
book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want
experience happy read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular Mathematics in
India is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Silvia Doucet:

This Mathematics in India tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The key reason why of this Mathematics in India can be one of many great books you must have is giving
you more than just simple examining food but feed an individual with information that maybe will shock
your before knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Mathematics in India giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful
in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Amy Joshi:

The reason? Because this Mathematics in India is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book
adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside
of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for
not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book include such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.
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