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The process of rural-urban transformation presents both opportunities and challenges for development. If
managed effectively, it can result in growth that benefits everyone; if managed poorly, it can lead to stark
welfare disparities and entire regions cut off from the advantages of agglomeration economies. The
importance of rural-urban transition has been confirmed by two consecutive World Development Reports:
WDR 2008 Agriculture for Development; and WDR 2009 Reshaping Economic Geography. Focusing on
Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia, this book picks up where the WDRs left off, investigating the influence
of country conditions and policies on the pace, pattern, and consequences of rural-urban transition and
suggesting strategies to ensure that its benefits results in shared improvements in well-being. The book
uncovers vast inequalities, whether between two regions of one country, between rural and urban areas, or
within cities themselves. The authors find little evidence to suggest that these inequalities will automatically
diminish as countries develop: empirical and qualitative analysis suggests that spatial divides are mainly a
function of country conditions, policies and institutions. By implication, policymakers must take active steps
to ensure that rural-urban transition results in shared growth. Spatially unbiased provision of health and
education services is crucial to ensuring that the benefits of transition are shared by all. But connective
infrastructure and targeted interventions also emerge as important considerations, even in countries with
severely constrained fiscal and administrative capacity. The authors suggest steps for navigating the tricky
political economy of land reforms. And they alert readers to potential spillover effects that mean that policies
designed for one space can have unintended consequences on another.Policymakers and development
experts, as well as anyone concerned with the impact of rural-urban transition on growth and equity, will find
this book a thought-provoking and informative read.
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From reader reviews:

Sheilah Harvey:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem;
you can add your knowledge by the guide entitled From Farm to Firm (Directions in Development). Try to
face the book From Farm to Firm (Directions in Development) as your friend. It means that it can for being
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the
book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Jean Gadson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time?
What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question mainly
because just their can do that will. It said that about reserve. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
appropriate. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular From Farm to Firm
(Directions in Development) to read.

Susan Belcher:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want sense
happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual From Farm to Firm
(Directions in Development) is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Cara Shaver:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this From Farm to Firm (Directions in
Development) book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt From Farm to Firm (Directions in
Development) as good book but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can
break don't assess book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.
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