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A groundbreaking new look at an American icon, THE WIZARD OF OZ.

Finding Oz tells the remarkable tale behind one of the world's most enduring and best loved stories. Offering
profound new insights into the true origins and meaning of L. Frank Baum's 1900 masterwork, it delves into
the personal turmoil and spiritual transformation that fueled Baum's fantastical parable of the American
Dream. Prior to becoming an impresario of children's adventure tales--the J. K. Rowling of his age--Baum
failed at a series of careers and nearly lost his soul before setting out on a journey of discovery that would
lead to the Land of Oz.

Drawing on original research, Evan Schwartz debunks popular misconceptions and shows how the people,
places, and events in Baum's life gave birth to his unforgettable images and characters. The Yellow Brick
Road was real, the Emerald City evoked the Chicago World's Fair of 1893, and Baum's mother-in-law, the
radical women's rights leader Matilda Joslyn Gage, inspired his dual view of witches--as good and wicked. A
narrative that sweeps across late nineteenth-century America, Finding Oz ultimately reveals how failure and
heartbreak can sometimes lead to redemption and bliss, and how one individual can ignite the imagination of
the entire world.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Marcellus:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive today, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice by
simply surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Finding Oz: How L. Frank
Baum Discovered the Great American Story book as basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book
is more than just a book.

Michael Hamlin:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider while those information which is inside former life are challenging to be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you
receive the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Finding Oz: How L. Frank Baum
Discovered the Great American Story as your daily resource information.

Laura Mason:

You could spend your free time to read this book this guide. This Finding Oz: How L. Frank Baum
Discovered the Great American Story is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train
along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you simpler to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Nancy Harris:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just searching
for the Finding Oz: How L. Frank Baum Discovered the Great American Story when you necessary it?
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