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How do we know that Emily Dickinson wrote poems? How do we recognize a poem when we see one? In
Dickinson's Misery, Virginia Jackson poses fundamental questions about reading habits we have come to
take for granted. Because Dickinson's writing remained largely unpublished when she died in 1886,
decisions about what it was that Dickinson wrote have been left to the editors, publishers, and critics who
have brought Dickinson's work into public view. The familiar letters, notes on advertising fliers, verses on
split-open envelopes, and collections of verses on personal stationery tied together with string have become
the Dickinson poems celebrated since her death as exemplary lyrics.

Jackson makes the larger argument that the century and a half spanning the circulation of Dickinson's work
tells the story of a shift in the publication, consumption, and interpretation of lyric poetry. This shift took the
form of what this book calls the "lyricization of poetry," a set of print and pedagogical practices that
collapsed the variety of poetic genres into lyric as a synonym for poetry.

Featuring many new illustrations from Dickinson's manuscripts, this book makes a major contribution to the
study of Dickinson and of nineteenth-century American poetry. It maps out the future for new work in
historical poetics and lyric theory.
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From reader reviews:

Cora Conte:

The publication with title Dickinson's Misery: A Theory of Lyric Reading has a lot of information that you
can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
know how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you in new era of the globalization.
You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Matthew Sammons:

The book Dickinson's Misery: A Theory of Lyric Reading has a lot info on it. So when you check out this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research ahead of write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this
book.

Alma Lewis:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It
okay you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Dickinson's Misery:
A Theory of Lyric Reading which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Jacqueline Morrison:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you will get it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Dickinson's Misery: A Theory of Lyric Reading can
give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer
you information that perhaps your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make you to be
great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Dickinson's Misery: A Theory of Lyric Reading.
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