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The letters of Charles and Bessie Ewing provide eyewitness accounts of the social upheaval and warfare that
shook turn-of-the-century China. In addition to discussing their missionary activities in the villages of North
China and their struggle to master the Chinese Mandarin dialect, the Ewings describe the impact of Western
culture upon the social structure of Imperial China as they lived it. Ruoff sets the larger scene about which
the Ewings wrote: The Sino-Japanese war, the extraterritorial treaties, the Boxer Uprising , the foreign
military interventions, the belated effort to modernize by the Manchu dynasty, the struggle against opium
addiction, the student political movement, and the beginning of the Chinese Revolution. We also learn about
the last great empress of China, Tzu His, and the last emperor, the child Pu Yi. Through the Ewing
correspondence and his own narrative, Ruoff shows the parallel between the attitude toward the Chinese held
by the foreign community in the 1890s and the equally restricted outlook the Chinese held of their land and
themselves. But just as the views held by the young Congregationalist minister Ewing change during his
nearly two decades of service in China, so also the views of the Chinese themselves undergo vast changes.
This book then is both a compelling history of a period in modern China and the story of an American family
living that history.
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From reader reviews:

Catherine Williams:

The book Death Throes of a Dynasty can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Death Throes of a
Dynasty? A number of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can give many
details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
facts that you take for that, you could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Death Throes of a
Dynasty has simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by start and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

June Hargrove:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want truly feel happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The Death
Throes of a Dynasty is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Debra Palacios:

The book untitled Death Throes of a Dynasty contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your
girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was published by famous author. The author provides you in
the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.

Randall Wilmes:

You may get this Death Throes of a Dynasty by check out the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve
are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book.
In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important
to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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